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Background informa�on: Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses with some causing less-severe disease, such as the common cold, and others more

severe disease described as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).

 

SARS- and MERS-associated coronaviruses (SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV) have been previously iden�fied as the causing agents of SARS and MERS. However, the

most recent outbreak of illness causing pneumonia in Wuhan, China is different from that seen in infec�ons by coronaviruses that have been iden�fied in the

past. Earlier laboratory tests ruled out SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV, as well as influenza, bird flu, adenovirus and other common lung-infec�ng microorganisms.

 

The new virus iden�fied as Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) so far does not appear to be as deadly as SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV, but possible muta�on and

increased virulence may change the risk assessment.

 

Considering the rapid expansion of the outbreak to a current number of over 6,000 confirmed by PCR cases and published data showing possible person-to-

person air-borne respiratory droplet mechanism of transmission, and

 

Considering the current number of 500 inves�gated cases in the United States with 5 confirmed 2019-nCoV cases and confirmed case clusters in Europe, and

 

Considering the most recent clinical, epidemiological and scien�fic data rela�ng to 2019-nCoV, the AATB Physicians Council formed a designated Panel

comprised of �ssue bank medical directors and end-user clinicians with the objec�ve to conduct a thorough assessment of the risk posed by 2019-nCoV and

recommend specific measures pertaining to the processes of donor screening and donor eligibility determina�on designed to mi�gate such risk.

 

As a result, un�l further data becomes available and un�l further no�ce, the AATB Physicians council recommends the implementa�on of the following donor

exclusion criteria by AATB �ssue bank medical directors:
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Donor exclusion for exposure to 2019-nCoV in last 28 days before dona�on

Travel to China (regardless of symptoms), or

Travel to other geographic area designated as area of ac�ve transmission by CDC* and (i)

presenta�on of symptoms consistent with 2019-nCoV (e.g., unexplained fever, cough, diarrhea) or

(ii) exposure link to suspected case pa�ent while in the designated area; or

Close contact with a person who has confirmed 2019-nCoV infec�on

 

Donor exclusion for infec�on with 2019-nCoV, in the last 28 days before dona�on

Test posi�ve for 2019-nCoV; or

Symptoms consistent with ac�ve 2019-nCoV infec�on (e.g., unexplained fever, cough, diarrhea) in a

pa�ent with suspected 2019-nCoV infec�on

 

* h�ps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html (h�ps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/index.html)

 

This Guidance is not intended to lead to permanent and/or longstanding changes to Standards, Appendices, or UDRAI, but is intended to provide guidance to

�ssue bank medical directors on implemen�ng certain 2019-nCoV-related exclusion criteria based on travel, exposure and/or infec�on. Any specific

adjustments to the donor screening and donor eligibility determina�on processes, including clinical judgement and decision making rela�ng to specific cases,

should be in the discre�on of the �ssue bank Medical Director.  

The AATB con�nues to monitor the situa�on and will provide its accredited ins�tu�onal members with any new informa�on as it becomes available.  

For addi�onal informa�on contact Roman Hitchev MD, AATB VP & Chief Science Officer at hitchevr@aatb.org (mailto:hitchevr@aatb.org)
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