
The NOTIFY project  - general overview 



Resolution 63.22 of the World Health Assembly 
was adopted in 2010 and gave WHO a mandate 
to facilitate Member State access to appropriate 
informations on donation, processing and 
transplantation of tissues, cells and organs, 
including data about serious adverse events and 
reactions.  

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY  
RESOLUTION WHO 63.22 



Sharing vigilance experience and 
knowledge globally  

- the NOTIFY Project (WHO) 

NOTIFY PROJECT 



NOTIFY PROJECT: AIMS 

To provide professionals with relevant information helpful for 
determining the suitability of a potential donor. 

To draft common guidelines supporting the implementation of 
effective vigilance and surveillance 

To provide practical support to countries that are developing 
vigilance systems for Medical Products of Human Origin (MPHO) 



NOTIFY PROJECT: TIMELINE 

The 
NOTIFY 
Google 

Site 

BOLOGNA 

The 
Bologna 
Meeting 

GENEVA BIG 
V&S             

1° Global 
Consultation 

on V&S 

ROMA  

2° Global 
Consultation 

BRASILIA 

MPHO 

BARCELLONA 

Transfusion 

BARCELLONA 

Technical  

Meeting 

ROME 

Second 
Technical 
meeting 

BRUSSELS 

Global 
Vigilance 

Networking 
NOTIFY and 

VISTART joint 
meeting 

2010 2011 2012 2014 2015 2013 

BOLOGNA 

Strategic 
meeting for 

the WHO 
MPHO 

INITIATIVE 

During this period more than 260 international Experts 
contributed to the content of the NOTIFY Project, its goals and in 
the improvement of the Notify Library 
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CNT nominated as WHO Collaborating Centre 



NOTIFY PROJECT: MAIN COMPONENTS 

1.  NOTIFY website:  http://www.notifylibrary.org  
 

2.  NOTIFY Booklet 
 

3.  NOTIFY Library 
 



NOTIFY WEBSITE 



The website is maintained and updated on this platform and is intended as a 
communication hub for institutions and organisations worldwide collaborating in the 
facilitation of access to Vigilance and Surveillance information. 

NOTIFY WEBSITE 



NEW! NOTIFY CONSULTATION GROUP 



NOTIFY BOOKLET 

Interactive Booklet through an index 



NOTIFY LIBRARY 

• publically accessible online database of didactic 
cases of severe adverse reactions and events 
 
• from procurement and processing to clinical 
application of blood, organs, tissues and cells used in 
transfusion, transplantation and assisted reproduction 

 
• collected and analyzed by dedicated editorial groups 
of international experts, regulators and clinicians and 
linked to their source reference: 

 literature review (published articles in 
scientific journals and/or books) 
 case reports from regulatory or 
professional vigilance programs (grey 
literature) 



WHO WE ARE 



NOTIFY LIBRARY: ADVERSE OCCURRENCE DEFINITIONS 

1. Severe Adverse Event (SAE): any untoward occurrence, associated with the 
chain, from donation to transplantation that might lead to the transmission of 
a communicable disease, to death or life-threatening, disabling or 
incapacitating conditions for patients or which results in, or prolongs, 
hospitalization or morbidity. In the NOTIFY project these are referred to as 
cases of ‘Risk of Harm’. 
 

2. Severe Adverse Reaction (SAR): any unintended response, including a 
communicable disease, in the living donor or in the recipient that might be 
associated with any stage of the chain from donation to transplantation that 
is fatal, life-threatening, disabling, incapacitating, or which results in, or 
prolongs, hospitalization or morbidity. In the NOTIFY project these are 
referred to as cases of ‘Harm to Donor’, ‘Harm to Recipient’ or ‘Harm to 
Fetus/Offspring’. 



NOTIFY LIBRARY: SEARCH PAGE 

FREE  
SEARCH 



NOTIFY LIBRARY: SEARCH RESULTS 



NOTIFY LIBRARY:  
ADVERSE OCCURRENCE TYPE TAXONOMY (extract) 

 

ADVERSE 
OCCURRENCE 

HARM  

TO A RECIPIENT 

HARM TO A DONOR 

HARM TO A FETUS 
OR OFFSPRING 

RISK OF HARM 

Non-infectious 
Non-malignant transmissions 

Immunological complications 

Miscellaneous complications  

Infection 

Malignancy 

Viral 

Bacterial 

Fungal 

Prion 

Parasitic 

STRUCTURED  
DATABASE SEARCH 



2,472 REFERENCES INDEXED 

NOTIFY LIBRARY:  
UPLOADED RECORDS BY ADVERSE OCCURRENCE TYPE (n=1,586)  

 

Last update September 2018 



NOTIFY LIBRARY: MPHO TYPE TAXONOMY 
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2,472 REFERENCES INDEXED 

NOTIFY LIBRARY:  
UPLOADED RECORDS BY MPHO TYPE (n=1,586) 

Last update September 2018 



Notify is a joint Global initiative that supports the sharing of 
published vigilance information for teaching purposes and greater 
public transparency on the use of Medical Products of Human 
Origin.  

 

The Notify Library is the first database that aims to organize the 
current knowledge about serious adverse events and reactions of 
organs, blood, tissues, cells and ART available globally in a single, 
publically accessible database. 

CONCLUSION 



THANK YOU 

notifylibrary@iss.it  

mailto:notifylibrary@iss.it

