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Resolution 63.22 of the World Health Assembly
was adopted in 2010 and gave WHO a mandate
to facilitate Member State access to appropriate
informations on donation, processing and
transplantation of tissues, cells and organs,
including data about serious adverse events and
reactions.

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTION WHO 63.22



Sharing vigilance experience and 
knowledge globally 

- the NOTIFY Project (WHO)

NOTIFY PROJECT



NOTIFY PROJECT: AIMS

To provide professionals with relevant information helpful for 
determining the suitability of a potential donor.

To draft common guidelines supporting the implementation of 
effective vigilance and surveillance

To provide practical support to countries that are developing
vigilance systems for Medical Products of Human Origin (MPHO)



Joint global initiative (WHO, CNT, SOHO V&S) to raise the profile of 
V&S of SOHO. Adoption of  Resolution 63.22 by the World Health 
Assembly in 2010 “provide all Member States information about donation, 

processing, transplantation of tissues, cells and organs, including data about serious 
adverse events and reactions». 



NOTIFY PROJECT: MAIN COMPONENTS

1.  NOTIFY website:  http://www.notifylibrary.org

2.  NOTIFY Booklet

3.  NOTIFY Library



NOTIFY WEBSITE



The website is maintained and updated on this platform and is intended as a
communication hub for institutions and organisations worldwide collaborating in the
facilitation of access to Vigilance and Surveillance information.

NOTIFY WEBSITE



NOTIFY CONSULTATION GROUP



NOTIFY BOOKLET

Interactive Booklet through an index



NOTIFY LIBRARY

• publically accessible online database of didactic
cases of severe adverse reactions and events

• from procurement and processing to clinical
application of blood, organs, tissues and cells used in
transfusion, transplantation and assisted reproduction

• collected and analyzed by dedicated editorial groups
of international experts, regulators and clinicians and
linked to their source reference:

 literature review (published articles in 
scientific journals and/or books)
 case reports from regulatory or 
professional vigilance programs (grey 
literature)



WHO WE ARE



NOTIFY LIBRARY: ADVERSE OCCURRENCE DEFINITIONS

1. Severe Adverse Event (SAE): any untoward occurrence, associated with the 
chain, from donation to transplantation that might lead to the transmission of 
a communicable disease, to death or life-threatening, disabling or 
incapacitating conditions for patients or which results in, or prolongs, 
hospitalization or morbidity. In the NOTIFY project these are referred to as 
cases of ‘Risk of Harm’.

2. Severe Adverse Reaction (SAR): any unintended response, including a 
communicable disease, in the living donor or in the recipient that might be 
associated with any stage of the chain from donation to transplantation that 
is fatal, life-threatening, disabling, incapacitating, or which results in, or 
prolongs, hospitalization or morbidity. In the NOTIFY project these are 
referred to as cases of ‘Harm to Donor’, ‘Harm to Recipient’ or ‘Harm to 
Fetus/Offspring’.



NOTIFY LIBRARY: SEARCH PAGE

FREE 
SEARCH



NOTIFY LIBRARY: SEARCH RESULTS



NOTIFY LIBRARY: 
ADVERSE OCCURRENCE TYPE TAXONOMY (extract)

ADVERSE 
OCCURRENCE

HARM

TO A RECIPIENT

HARM TO A DONOR

HARM TO A FETUS 
OR OFFSPRING

RISK OF HARM

Non-infectious
Non-malignant transmissions

Immunological complications

Miscellaneous complications

Infection

Malignancy

Viral

Bacterial

Fungal

Prion

Parasitic

STRUCTURED 
DATABASE SEARCH



2,635 REFERENCES INDEXED

NOTIFY LIBRARY: 
UPLOADED RECORDS BY ADVERSE OCCURRENCE TYPE (n=1,733) 
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NOTIFY LIBRARY: MPHO TYPE TAXONOMY

MPHO

Organs Tissues Cells Other ReproductiveBlood
MPHO-derived 

medicinal products

Embryo

Oocyte

Ovarian tissue

Sperm

Testicular tissue

Combined

Cryoprecipitate

Granulocytes

Plasma

Platelets

Red blood cells

Whole blood

Liver

Heart

Kidney

Lung

Pancreas

Small bowel

Composite 
tissue grafts

Combined

Type not
specified

Fecal microbiota

Milk

Topical products 
of human origin

Cell derived medicinal
products

Plasma derivates

Tissue derived medicinal
products

Tissue and cell derived 
medicinal products

Adipose tissue

Amniotic
membrane

Cardiovascular

Dura mater

Larynx

Musculoskeletal

Nerve

Ocular

Parathyroiid 
glands

Placenta

Skin

Trachea

Adipocytes

Chondrocytes

Fibroblasts

Genetically 
modified cells

Hepatocytes

Keratinoctyes

Leukocytes

Limbal cells

Mesenchymal 
stem cells

HPC

STRUCTURED 
DATABASE SEARCH



2,635 REFERENCES INDEXED

NOTIFY LIBRARY: 
UPLOADED RECORDS BY MPHO TYPE (n=1,733)
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Case examples from the Notify Library (1)

OCULAR TISSUE - HARM TO A RECIPIENT

Lopez-Navidad, A, et al. Corneal transplantations from donors with cancer. Transplantation. 2007 May 27;83(10):1345-50



Case examples from the Notify Library (2)

Simani S, et al. Six fatal cases of classical rabies virus without biting incidents, Iran 1990-2010. J Clin Virol. 2012 Jul;54(3):251-4
Bhaumik S. Rabies after corneal transplantation: non-canine rabies and eye banking. Natl Med J India. 2012 Jul-Aug;25(4):249

OCULAR TISSUE - HARM TO A RECIPIENT



Case examples from the Notify Library (3)

OCULAR TISSUE – RISK OF HARM

TRIP annual report 2010 Tissue Vigilance 2010

Ehrenhaus, M.P, et al. Eye banking error: report of a donor cornea 
with a soft contact lens left in place. Cornea 2006; 25 (3) :359 - 60 



Case examples from the Notify Library (4)



…



Notify is a joint Global initiative that supports the sharing of
published vigilance information for teaching purposes and greater
public transparency on the use of Medical Products of Human
Origin.

The Notify Library is the first database that aims to organize the
current knowledge about serious adverse events and reactions of
organs, blood, tissues, cells and ART available globally in a single,
publically accessible database.

CONCLUSION



THANK YOU


